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THE QUESTiONTHAT MOTIVATEI; THE PRESENT RESEARCH WAS:

WHAT DO CHILDREN KNOW ABOUT TIIE CONTEXTUAL DETERMINANTS OF

THEIR OWN AND OTHER PERSONS' AFFECTIVE EXPERIENCES?

INTREVIOUS RESEARCH CHILDREN HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH

EXPERIMENTER-DERIVED CONTE/TS DESCRIBING EVENTS PORTRAYING

THEMES OF NURTURANCE, SUCCESS, FAILURE, AGGRESSION, ETC.., AND

,THEY HAVE BEEN ASKED TO IDENTIFY THE EMOTIONS SUCH CONTEXTS'

ELICIT (BARDEN, ZELKO, DUNCAN, & MATERS, 1980). IN'CONTRAST;

THERE ARE NO STU6IES'OF CHILDREN'S NATURAL OR SCONTANEOUS

PROVISION OF THE SITUATION/LiCONTEXTS ELICITING EMOTIONS SUCH

AS HAPPINESS, SADNESS, FEW, ANGER, AND RPRISE. SUCH

INVESTIGATION. PROVIDES NEEEED INFORNATION liE6ARDINPTHE CATEGORIES

) OF EXPERIENCE THAT CONTRIBUE TO CHILDREN'S AFFECT KNOWLEDGE.

- THE PRESENT STUDY WAS DESI(NED TO INVESTIGAIL THIS QUESTION,

AS WELL AS WHETHER SUCH EXIERIENCES CHANGE WITH AGE, ARE DIFFUENT

AS A FUNCTION OF GENDER, OR ARE DIF=ERENT FOR SELF VERSUS)OTHER

PERSONS. (PEERS OR ADULTS).
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OBJECT] JES

1,, TO DESCRIBE CATEGORICALLY THE NATURALLY 02CURRING,RESPONSES

GIVEN BY CHILDREN FROM 4 TO 8 YEARS OF AGE WHEN Dt--c-KIBING

SITUATIONAL4C4TEXTS THAT ELIOT EMOTIONS, INCLUDING HAPPINESS,

SADNESS, ANGER, FEAR, AND StRPRISE IV SELF, SAME -AGE PEERS, AND

ADULTS,

2. TO INVESTIGATE AGE- AND GENDER-ULATED DIFFERENCES IN SUCH

SITUATIONAL AFFECTIVE ATTRIE4TIONS F)R GROUPS OF PRESCHOOLERS

AND-GRADE 2 CHILDREN,

3. TO EXAMINE HYPOTHESIZED DIFFEREN :ES IN THE SITUATIONAL

4

CATEGORIES USED TO EXPLAIN THE FIVE (MOTIONS INVESTIGATED,

4, TO EXAMINE HYPOTHESIZED DIFFERENCES IN E(IOTION1ELICITING

CATEGORIES ATTRIBUTED TO SEL= VERSUS TO OTHER' PERSONS,

5. TO EXAMINE INTERACTIONS )F AGE AHD GENDER WITH CATEGORIES

BY EMOTIONS, WITH THE EXPECTATION THAT AGE' ANE GENDER DIFFERENCES

WILL BE NOTED IN THE )SSE OF 'ARTICUUR CATEGORIES FOR PARTICULAR .

EMOTIONS. BUT COPY AVAILABLE
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`METHOD
or

SUBJECTS, -A TOTAL OF 44 CHILDREN (22 GIKLS: 22 BOYS) COMPRISED
,

TWO AGE GROUPS: 21 PRESCHOOLERS (M =53,2 MONTHS, SD = 5.0) ANIr

'23 SECOND GRADERS (M = 91.2, SD =6).

PROCEDURE, EACH CHILD WAS INDIVIDUA:LY INTERVIEWED IN A SESSION

LASTING 30 MINUTES, ALL CHILDREN UNDERSTOOD AND COMPLIED WITH
6

INSTIRUCTIONS TO "TELL ME WWI KINDS )F THINGS HAPPEN, OR WHAT

r

COULD MAKE YOU FEEL HAPPY?" THIS FORMAT WAS REPEATED ACROSS

),,

e

. FIVE EMOTIONS (HAPPY, SAD, tNGRY, AFRAID, SURPRISED) AND ACROSS

FOUR TARGET PERSONS (SELF, .AMESE)( 2HILD, OPPPOSITESEX CHILD,

AND ADULT, ALI...EMOTIONS FOF A PAREULAR TARGET PERSON WERE
t

COMPLETED BEFORE CONTINUING TO THE UT TARGET, ORDER OF TARGETS

.
WAS VARIED, AS WAS ORDER OF EMOTIONS WITHIN TARGETS, CHILDREN

WERE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE T[REE RESPONSES FOR EACH OF THE 20

QUESTIONS (5 EMOTIONS X 4 TARGETS) BY USING THE PROBE, "YES, WHAT ELSE?"

RESPONSE CATEGORIES, A PRIORI CATEGORIES WERE OHM° CODE

.

CHILDRE4'S RESPONSES ACCORDING TO HPOTHESES: MATERIAL GOODS'

(E.G.. GETTINGA NEW TOY, CAR, ETC.): FANTA'SY F.G.(, "IF -A MONSTER

CAME INTO' THE ROOM"): INTERFERSONAL-IHLMES WHICH MENTIONED PEOPLE .

r-
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AND STATED INTERACTIONS (E,(, "WHEN PEOPLE'TLASE THEM") : ENVIRON-

MENTAL EVENTS (E.G., "GOING TO DISNEYLAND"): KHIEVEMENT THEMES

(E.G., "LEARNING HOW TO SKA1E"). IN ADDITION, TWO POST-HOC*

CATEGORIES WERE ADDED, BASED ON RESPONSES THAT COULD NOT EASILY

BE FIT INTO EXISTING CATEGOI :IES AN).BECAUSE THEY SEEMED MOST

EVIDENT IN PRESCHOOL PROTOCOLS, SU3(ESTING POST-HOC AGE EFFECTS:

FOOD (E.G., 'GETTING ALL JIHE COOKIE I WANT"): AND AN

(EA, "GOING WHERE THE RACOONS ARE').

A TOTAL OF SEVEN MUTUALLY EXCUSIVE CATEGORIES WAS SUFFICIENT

s. TO CLASSIFY ALL RESPONSES, '4ITH 90 100% AGREEMENT ACROSS ALL

TARGETS AND JUDGES.

4
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HYPOTHE:ES

1. -CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS WOULD BE NONRANDOMLY

DISTRIBUTED ACROSS THE FIVE EMOTIONS INVESTIGATED, THUS, BOTH

A SIGNIFICANT CATEGORY MAIN EFFECT AS WELL AS CATEGORY X EMOTION

INTERACTION WERE EXPECTED. *CONFIRMED*

2, INTERPERSONAL THEMES WEFE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE THE MOST

IN9

_,r
PREVALENT EXPLANATIONS FOR INGER; WEREAS MATERIAL GOODS AND

IMPERSONAL EVENTS WERE EXPECTED TO BiTHE MAJOR EXPLANATORY

CATEGORIES FOR HAPPINESS ANI SURPRIS, *CONFIRMED*

03. AGE DIFFERENCES WERE EXFECTEI) IN THE USE OF PARTICULAR

CATEGORIES, *CONFIRMED*

IN PARTICULAR, INTERPERSONAL THEM', WERE F,:PECTED TO ENCREW

ASA FUNCTION OF CHILDR EN'S INCREAS NG SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT AND

INTERPERSONAL COGNITIONS, A2HIEVEKEO,THEMES WERE ALSO EXPECTED

TO INCREASE AS A FUNCTION OF INCREAS NG sDEMAND;) FOR SCHOOL AND

ACTIVITY RELATED MASTERY, FAIVfASY WERE. EXPECTED 7,6

DECREASE AS A FUNCTION OF CO3NITIVE DJELOPMENF,

7 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



HYPOTHE ;ES

4,4. GIVEN PREVAILING SEX-ROLE TYPOLOGIES,.GENOER DIFFERENCES

WERE EXPECTED JN CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS FOR [MOTIONS, IN

PARTICULAR, GIRLS WERE EXPECTED TO USE MORE INTERPERSONAL

EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS TEAN DID BOYS; AND BOYS WERE EXPECTED

TO USE MORE ACHIEVEMENT THEMES THAN-DJD GIRLS. *PARTIALLY CONFIRMED*

1,5, AGE-ELATED CATEGORY X EMOTION INTERACTIONS WERE EXPECTED.
:"/

*CONFIRMED*

IN PARTICULAR, OLDER VERSUS YOUNGER CHIDREN WERE EXPECTED TO

USE MORE INTERPERSONAL ATTRIBUTIONS r-ORANqR. YOUNGER VERSUS

OLDER CHILDREN WERE EXPECTEI.TO.Ug MORE FANTASY ATTRIBUTIONS

FOR FEAR; WHEREAS OLDER VERSUS YOUNE.R CHILDREN WERE EXPECTED

TO USE MORE REALILSTIC EVENTS AND ACHIEVEMENT THEMES FOR FEAR.

6, GREATER DIFFERENTIATION WAS EXPE:TED FOR OLDER CHILDREN

CATEGORIES USED FOR EMOTIONS ACROSS TARGET PERSONS (I.E., SELF,

PEERS, ADULTS), *MAR3INALLY LOYFJRMED--TRENDS AT P,10*

qa

7. GREATER DIFFERENTIATION WAS EXPE :.TED FOR CATEGORIES EXPLAINING

ONE'S OWN VERSUS OTHER PERSCN'S EMOTIONS,
41N01 CONFIRMED*
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RESULTS SUMMARY

IN ORDER TO ACCOMMODATE UNEQUAL RESPONSE FREQUENCIESACROSS

SUBJECTS, EACH CHILD'S'RESP(NSES PER DATA CELL WERE TRANSFORMED

.TO.A PERCENT 'OF HIS OR HER TOTAL RESPONSES, SO THAT NO MAIN.

EFFECTS-FOR AGE OR GENDERAFE POSS_B_E, INSTEAD, RELEVANT AGE

/ AND GENDER 'EFFECTS CAN BE E)AMINED IN INTERACFiONS, REPEATED

MEASURES, MIXED-MODEL ANOVA WAS USED, WITH EXPLANATION CATEGORY (7),.

ENTIONS (5), AND TARGET PEFSONS ( 4) COMPRISING THE REPEATED

FACTOR,

1. FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE EXPECTED SIGNIFICANT MAIN EFFECTS FOR
fr

CATEGORIES USED TO EXPLAIN EMOTIONS, F(6,240) = 61.4, 2.00011

THIS WAS ACCOUNTED FOR BY SI"GNIFI:ANTLY GREATER USE OF INTER-

PERSONAL THEMES, F(6,258) = 26,2, AND ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS,

F = 25.4, AS WELL AS THE SIGNIFICANT_Y INFREQUENT USE OF ACHIEVEMENT

THEM*, F = 8.9, ALL pis<i000l.

SEE TABLE 1 FOR DATA. RELEVANT TO THEiE AND OMER FINDINGS,

2. FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE ETEITED INTERACTION-OF EXPLANATION

CATEGORIES WITH PARTICULAR E1OTIONS, F (24,960.= 39.7, P40001,

BUT COPY, AVAILABLE
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R E S U L T S S 1 M fl A R Y

AS.EXPECTED, INTERPERSONAL THEMES WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY

MORE THAN WERE OTHER CATEGORIES AS EXPLANATIONS FOR ANGER,

- F (24,960) =18.6, AND .ALSO, FOR SADNESS, F =15,4, P's4,0001,

IN CONTRAST, IMPERSONAL CONTEXTS (MATERIAL GOODS, EVENTS)

WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY MORE THAN WEREATHER CATEGORIES TO EXPLAIN"

BOTH HAPPINESS, F = 51..5 ANI SURPRISI, F = 34.1, P 1.s<,0001.

POST-HOC FINDINGS SHOWED THAT CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS
le

ci

INVOLVING ANIMALS WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY MORE TOEXPLAIN FEAR

.
J

.THAN OTHER EMOTIONS, F (4,9E0) = 4,0, P <,000.1, AND FOOD, WAS

/

USED MOST (NONSIGNIFICANTLY) TO EXPLAIN HAPPY VERSUS OTHER EMOTIONS.

4

3, \.FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE SIGNIFICAAT AGE EFFECTS EXPECTED FOR

Jr
(

CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS OF EMOTIONS,-F (6,240) = 40.5, P<10001.

OLDER CHILDREN USED MORE INTERPER;ONAL AND ACHIEVEMENT THEMES
.

, (limo)

'THAN DID PRESCHOOLERS TO EXPLAIN EMO-IONS, BO1U F's,,= 2.8, P<.05.

4. FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE GENDEP [INFERENCES EXPECTED IN CONTEXTUAL

EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS, F (6,24C) - 24,7 , P<,0001,'

1 0 BEST' COPY AVAILABLE



RESULTS SlMVARY

GIRLS USED MORE INTERPERSONAL CONTEXTS 10 EXPLAIN EMOTIONS

THAN'DID BOYS, F (1,240) = :,7, _Pz,G5, BOYS TENDED TO USE

MORE ACHIEVEMENT THEMES THAI' DID GIRLS, F = 2,1,

4,41rl

FINDINGS CONFIRMED EXPE(TED AGE: RELATED CAIEGORY X EMOTION

INTERACTIONS, F (24,960) = .1,4)<,0031:

PRESCHOOLERS USED MORE HNTASY NDLANATIONS FOR FEAR THAN

YID OLDER CHILDREN, F (1,96() = i1.4, P4,0001, HOWEVER, THE

EXPECTED GREATER USE BY OLDER CHILDRifl OF REALISTIC AND ACHIEVE-

MENT THEMES FOR FEAR WAS NOi CONFIRM11.
4.4

6, USING A SEPARATE ANOVA IN WHICH UMBER OF DIFFERENT CATEGORIES
4

WAS ENTERED AS THE DEPENDENT VARIABLE ACROSS TARGETS AND EMOTIONS,.

FINDINGS ONLY MARGINALLY CONFIRMED 'TIE EXPECTED GREATER DIFFEREN-

TIATION OF CONTEXTUAL CATEGORIES WITH AGE, F (1,40) = 3.2, P(.09,

11
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CHILDREN'S AFFECT KNOWLE DGE CPA , 1985 STRAYER .

a.

TABLE 1

MEAN PERCENT' CONTEXTUALEMLANATION CATEGORIES USED WITHIN EMOTIONS

CATEGORIES:

(
MATERIAL FOOD

EMOTIONS:

HAPPY 32 5

SAD 12. 3

ANGRY 12 2

AFRAID 4 41

SURPRISED 32 3

ANIMAL FANTASY INTERPER-

` SONAL

EVENTS ACHIEVE-

MENT

0 26 33 5"

3 46 32 1

3 52 26 1

26 19 35 1

4 19 32 <1

'ROW PERCENTS DO NOT SUM TO 100 BECAUSE TH6'.ARE BASED ON AVERAGES

OF INDIVIDUAL'S PERCENT RESPONSES, f,ATHER THAN ON GROUP TOTALS.

PERCENTS'CAN BE,INTERPRETED.,RELATIVE TO THE TOTAL OF 20 QUtSTIONS

ASKED ( 5 EMOTIONS X 4 TARGET PERSOS)'.
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